
The Gospel of Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, 
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly. 
Such was his intention when, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 
For it is through the Holy Spirit 

that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins." 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means "God is with us." 
When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home. 



The Gospel of Matthew 2:13-15 

When the magi had departed, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

"Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, 
and stay there until I tell you. 

Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him." 
Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night 

and departed for Egypt. 
He stayed there until the death of Herod, 

that what the Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled, 
Out of Egypt I called my son. 



The Gospel of Matthew 2:19-23 

When Herod had died, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 

to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
"Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, 

for those who sought the child's life are dead." 
He rose, took the child and his mother, 

and went to the land of Israel. 
But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea 

in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go back there. 

And because he had been warned in a dream, 
he departed for the region of Galilee. 

He went and dwelt in a town called Nazareth, 
so that what had been spoken through the prophets 

might be fulfilled, 
He shall be called a Nazorean. 



The official prayer of the Year of St. Joseph—To you, O blessed Joseph (Ad te, beate Ioseph)—
was composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical, Quamquam Pluries. The Holy Father 

asked that it be added to the end of the Rosary especially during October, the month of the Holy 
Rosary. This prayer is enriched with a partial indulgence (Source: USCCB). 

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH PRAYER 

To you, O blessed Joseph (Ad te, beate Ioseph) 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the 

help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 

and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly 
beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by 

his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus 

Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven 

assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy 

Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of 
us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, 
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in 

heaven. Amen. 

“I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has 
failed to grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of 

our necessities, but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them 
all…” (Autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila) 


